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• j ocftho&tus County 


rut t Z 


u . ot hi8 men out of Lurlins Bottom by the skin of his teetn as it was. 
k , r9e soldier (cavalryman) to tell Captain I’afshall at'Edray that he was 
w te ^rricade the road on Frice Hill, and for him to march the back way and core 
. .. f road on top of Frice Hill. Arnett cut a lot of trees across the Price Hill 

t;i duf S ore of the road away on that sliding hillside. The exciting days for 

thi* county were Wednesday,Nov. 4, Thursday Nov. 5th; and Friday Nov. 6, 1863. 

- { - it t. as that the biggest battle ever fought in Pocahontas occurred. Arnett left 

U-’i-.s Bottom at sun down on Wednesday and Col. Ohley moved into his deserted log 


cabins at dusk. 

There was only one road between Karlins 5ottom and Hill Point, and Averill with 
hi* arr-.* at Huntersville had laid a plan to capture Arnett's forces by sending Chley 
t:*z the pike to get Arnett started south while Col. Karris moved his forces down 
leaver Cree/c to £et ahead of him and block the road at Larvin Chapel where the two 

r.aci -...te. This plan would have succeeded but for Col. Vi. p.Thompson who had been 

• * * • \ * 

f 

recaiit-: iron Cold Knob with his cavalry and was unsaddling at his old camp on the 

- ■ 

• i. fel 1 ison farm when Jackson’s courier rode up and told him to hold the Beaver 
rc*d. Thompson immediately went to Beaver Creek, and spent the evening cutting 

1 : _ ( i nnH 

* * :r ** the road. He fell back firing as he went. This delayed the Federal 
k -’ : : such an extent that Arnett got by. 

** expedition, Avorill had with him some signal experts. It was arranged 
* 1 * ** i6 ct,r ?* " ould ,u y Huntersville, while others went on to Harvin 

*.* * trey ..re to ,, nd up rockets t0 communicate the position and success of 


karri• 


•' • his troops. 


*• m* to th. to, of th. hill .t i'unt.r.vlll. to th. ,i 6 n.l. 

• •• • ««th t,., r . to'ro| crt. It ... .rr.ncd th.t th. roob.t. .«•. 
* *' V ‘ ‘• rM “ "■> ‘»P of th. knob until 10 P. U. nod 




. JU _ * rWUU ^ U headquarter*. it aj t.raard* appeared that 

1 * “• «■*} n I. ... a..4 U.e;. aere not 

1 waejUa the Confederate* it* ..v- 


«•> a ere not ob- 


thr:n red apeinst the sky. They* 





ia&e £ 


tT 


ere 


r Mil Pci at - Fcoahontas County 
%,tt cf -* 1 * 

, rf i. on departure in mountain warfare. Thompson ano his bloc^a-mg 

i sor^ vi 1 * • • 

„ interfered with the march so much that the army was three hours late. 

*"• ursday !ov. 5, 1853, was Mill Point day. Mill Point has never been given the 
fpr t ». c baptism by fire that she had that day because what occurred next day 

_ I'cuntain, five miles south, has overshadowed it to such a great extent. 

• • ‘ v •* 

•. ^v er e was enough powder burned that day at Mill Foint to fight a great battle. The 

• 9 . 

■4m 

armies were at Stephen Hale Run and on the hill between that run and Mill 
The Confederates formed a battle line along the banks of Stamping Creek for a 

rile cr rore, and their artillery was on the hill just south of Mill Foint. When then 

t 

f-.-.r began to thunder it occurred to Jackson that his battle line was just the right 

A • wd 

diftmee from the Federal batteries to be in range of grape shot and he withdrew his 
ar- by having them slip silently up the stream until they were hid by the bend of the 

• - WmE’ 4. _ 

r- 'tein, and he took them out by the flint pits near Tom Beards, having gotten his 

• * , - r * * 

Vccji under way, he looked up to the long smooth summit of ^roop fountain and decided 

• * 1 

• - -k.e his itand there, oy nightfall he was in- camp on the crest looting down on the 

*’*. arsy as they kindled their fires in the broad fields of the Little Levels. 

- 

•1st Thursday the Federal troops at Marlins bottom got word to cut out the 

• ^ 

' * "ove on to Kill Foint. Before they left, they burned the log cabins the 

had planned to winter in. 

% I - a 

**. * uraday, too. General Echols at Lowisburg heard that Gen. Duffie with an 
r_r *‘' a from Gauloy bridge, and Averill was coming from Bevorly, so he got 




* * 1 a rag Irani west on the Midland Trail to hold Duffie. He moved the re- 

‘ a -ry to Feoahontaa. That day he marched hia men fourteen miles and went 

(|f|. -a e . 

l r r.f -rr^, T)if» a rranf/’m«?nt » wero to reinforce Jackson who was to fall 




r 


v -1 i- U o-uJd j in Mm. M.at night, 


e was received by Echo!a that the 

%1 a 

^ thay had thoufht at flrat, and that thore would be 

* *** •• w Of Stoop Voui 

¥ L H I I I 

Mi luroea ui«u*r auy at two o'clock and 


• 14 


•* slat e'olee* Ual aaiwa • .1 *»» arc d aa: 



of 


till Joint - FocahontBs 


Page 4 


r _«]es over mountain roads. But when they cere beck that sane night they nade 
• t 4 r. ele^an hours. These mountain men inarched 56 miles in 42 hours, and had 
^sted 7 hours fighting a battle. They never even hesitated when they reached 


btwisburg for Duffie was due there that morning. 

* * 4 • 

u:. Friday morning Nov. 6 f 1663 Echols, Arnett and liar6ha 11 also Jackspn and 

/ 

:-..-nrson, Echols commanding, with an army of around 5000 soldiers were encamped at 
the foot of the mountain. He was in plain sight of the Confederates on the mountain 

• ^ % . • y V "f f 

ar.d it was impossible to march up the mountain and attack from the front without bein 

• * % * ^ m \ 9 ■ Jl , 

»eer.. Therefore, he sent Col. Augustus lioore, of the 28th Ohio Regiment, and Col. 

f v * . / 

T. k. Harris, of the 10th Virginia, to make a flanking movement and attack 

• * • 

the Confederates from the rear. Averill made gestures of attack from the front 

• / 

while kocre and Harris with about 1000 soldiers went over the mountain and through 

« -A * \ - W 

the woods to attack in the rear. 

fojt of us have grown up with the idea that the Confederates neglected to guard 




eir left flank and that they were taken by surprise, but a study of the official 


t:ipetche« on both sides do not bear out that theory. It seems that no less than 

» ' * 

- **'hr.ents were sent against this attack and that they fought a long and bloody 


•••-I. r r about a mile through the thick forest and underbrush on top of the 

wnat is more, instead of being surprised .by the flanging movement, 
r«i«rat« soldier fired the £irst shot. This soldier said, "\Y e were lying in the 

f • 

for the Federal a to advance and the first we se* of them was when 
r r T* •** his head over a rail fence. This was the first soldier killed at 




. t t 


• ?! A 


9 e 


A * tk 9 


Droop fountain. 


> r * 




• el "the Confederates raised at this fence and poured a devastating 
’* *e. th.' critical moment, had hie men broken at thie 

'* * jV: **** b# * tt lo , -t * Th ® n#n ** r * oomsamded to lie down, and 

ined him arid they went forward fighting 


• • VI. 
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C$| # tirrii* 
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0 t •• 
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at last et the cleared hill where the rebel 
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7 : f tattle hung in the lalance as the fight vent on in the vest of the 


#crdi . The Cer.fedorate commander Echols knew of the importance of that movement. 
Cap*.. Marshall's forces in there first. It was reinforced by Col. 

:r j. 8 on and seme more companies of the same regiment, Then the 23rd Virginia 

4 

lattalion was ordered into the woods on the extreme left to support Thompson. 

Tter. Col. Gibson with four companies of the 14th Virginia Cavalry (Cochran's 
regiment) were ordered into the woods where the fighting was heaviest. And 

I 

finally a picked body of troops from three coaijanies of the 22na, including Capt. 

• • 

\ • 

v'a-es i.c.»eill's Nicholas clues, were placed under C&pt. John c. Thompson and they 

t 

ri-n^ed -iito the iatai woods and by a desperate charge actually stopped the advance 

but the next wave went over then. - 

* ‘ ilj • . •* . • * N * f 

Averill rarched up the mountain from the front when he detected the fighting 

« 

iz * -« rear. er. his nen reached the top of the mountain the Confederate forces 


if ar.i ran. The reaerals fought a stern chase battle with them for hours. 

T.cse who have ma.de a study of troop movements which culminated in the Battle 

£ ♦ * * _ k 
• ** | • • . ® • * * • ^ m~ • A # 

■ ' ^rcot fountain say that General Echols had no time to stay and fight it out with 
wren he knew another Union array was coming to cut off his rear by way of 

♦ • • • * 7 + • ^ » » *v As • • 

p . iras in a trap and it was up to him to get his array out before it 

% 

be :prung. 

»** * iar more reaching victory than the Richmond government was willing to 
* ’•*« ‘ it- .as the lest stand in a way that the Confederates made in YTest Virgini 

. tvrr. well down to Dublin, and no rebel urny was assembled here 

t 

»t tire. This was the turning point of the war t>o far as the mountains were 

*’ -*• Hv^t by troops fro- the two Virginias with one regiment each from 

‘ * syWeaU. It broke the lower of the Confederates and determined the 

' 11 • western {«rt of Virginia. 


e« . U 


• ref rts4 t at tU only trophy the hederals oould boast of was the 




«* a 


i.% aoa. 11 * n a t«»ht pound howittrr or aling and was 


11 ^ tit 


** taan Injur ad in a battlo at Whlta 


-ill ioint - Pocahontas 


Pa e 6 


pities 




5 -;;-r Springs the summer before, and since it could not be used it was buried 

• * f 

and a log rolled ever the place to hide it. So far as is known this cannon v:as 

«4 

: ever found, though it is believed to be buried on the McCoy land. 

• » • 

Captain John Johnson lost an eye in this battle# It was his third wound# he 

* * 

7 ,-as mentioned in the dispatches for his bravery and courage. Be said that it was 
the hottest fire he ever experiences. Captain Marshall and Captain Button, also 
Leiut. John G. beard of Pocahontas County received honorable mention in the 


disratches. 

* * -• 

is the Federal army returned over the Seneca Trail to Beverly they were fired 

• % 

_rcn by a troop of about 60 confecerate soldiers near the top of Elk Mountain. Bus i- 
r: ackers these soldiers were called. (Prices History of Focahontas). 

It was here that Colonel Cochran of Virginia made his famous escape, he was 

a- - arently in tne power of a squad of onion soldiers, .’il.en asaea v.hy he did not 

♦ 

-rerider he said, "if they had said, "Col. surrender’." I would have acne so; but they 

yelled, r Stop you -red headed son of a gun 1 / 1 and I would not accommodate anyone 

• , • % 

* , , _ •• ' * J •.' *7 ^ : 

t'-.o -rculd use such language to me. . 

• , 1 r . . • / • • ' « #i V . • > . • 

iver.ell'a full name was 

. ■* . 

- • •• • « i * 

. 0 \ ' * ■ * i v.'.; - 1 1 -r s / • * •, ^ 

Ttillian T?oods Averill 

* ‘ . .i his name spelled Averil, and Averell, but 1 believe Averill is correct. 

~*‘-«rial t.bb taken from 1928 Vi. Va. Blue Book. History of Pocahontas, 

’o#ah*jt*c Tlr.es Hoy. 14, 1935. 
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f the 22 nd Virginia /'-c 
* kill© a Rt 

Colonel *. ?• Tnompeon 
ur Ajrnott Conunanoinb » 
cosine; Jackson- . ana 

Bftttalllons. ^ 'fj” t 

Thi6 force, on the fire 

In Greenbrier County. 

14th Pennsylvania Cavalry, 

West Virginia Infantry, 
stationed at Beverly in 
and of General W. W . 


.. _.r -nroon Mountain was lOa^w 

^.^confederate forces consisted c 

Fat ton (cf Kanawha Bounty, 
the 19th Virginia Infantry, 

> _ —- — ^ Colonel " 

Colonel James Cochran, 
and Edgar 1 6 and Derrick's 
of General John Echols 
at Meadow Bluff, L 

-- 3 . of the 
, 6th, and 10th 
force had been 
n ty. The federal force was under comni 

Averell. 

The movement of the two armies preceding 
traced by competent authority to have been as fol 
in November, 1863, General Averell oroered Genera 
at 2 0 m . November 7th, at Lev/isburg, ana Duffi 
120 miles. Averell marched from Beverly and hac 

reached Lewisburg on Saturday November 7th, at 2 p. m., ana xounu 
Duffle had got there at 10 av m. 

Averell left Beverly on Sunday and came over - Cheat mountain by 
v.av of CheAt Bridge and marched by Camp Bartow, where they left the Staunton 
k Parkersburg Turnpike and took the road leading by Greentank to Huntersville 

They reached Huntersville on Wednesday at noon, and there Averell 
5e*ni rthat.Col^’L -2^ Thompson,- -iVJ^gl-pia Cavalry, was at 

UzrllsiB Bottom, 3at :the. Greenbrier Rrldge^ : Averel-l-_*ent the lj4th Pennsyl- 


VjV 1863 

Colonel George 

h ndin£! ’ the^^Oth 11 Virginia Inf an try 
14th Virginia Cavalry 
man's Batteries 
e was under commana 
of the month, was lying 

The federal force was composed 
and 24th Ohio Infantry, the 5th 
ore battery of Artillery. This 


Tr.onpcon, apprehending his danger, left in a hurry and cut a barricade of 


trees across the pike on Price Hill, a mile or so distant from the bridge, 
and beat the federal^ forces to the pike at Stephen Hole Run and Joined up 
the confederate troops in the Levels and there turned and stopped the 
y-vince. There was some cannon firing that day across the valley of Stamping 
at .".ill Point. Averell, at Huntersville, got word in the night time 

die co: and at Marllnton and from Stephen Hole Run, that Thompson had 

the trap. 
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• hr and Ea£ftT' 8 nno i^pitiua « - — nrtw 

* xsssr&r 

da.v o f 1,1 ^ 


Tnc fpdcrftl force was composed of the 14th ^"^Y^gini^lSantry, 
•*> «* <jth»10 .“• i r?i I |fi^S.en th .i i U0 Se a i at Beverly In 

Srtdolphbounty. The federal force was under command of Getoeral . . 

Averell 


The movement of the two armies preceding this ba J tl ® ha T® 
traced O^conpeU-nt^utnorlt^to^ave^een - £>t» ' 

1 " o°r n m November 7th, at Lewlsburg, and Duffle marched from Kanawha 

I * Averell marched from Beverly and had 110 miles to go. Averell 
reached Lewlsburg on Saturday November 7th, at 2 p. m., ana found 
Duffle had got there at 10 av m. 


Averell left Beverly on Sunday and came over- Cheat mountain by 
, fV of Cheat Bridge and marched by Camp Bartow, where they left the Staunton 
& Parkersburg Turnpike and took the road leading by Greenbank to Huntersville 


They reached Huntersville on Wednesday at noon, and there Averell 
•-rare tiRt-Vol^L 5,. Thompson, SfcJ* jth.e.i?,th -.Yirglpla Cavalry, was at 
• iiarliha rattan; at -the. Greenbrier ‘RrJLdce=. : Averell-. *ent the 1*4th Pennsyl¬ 
vania CAvalry and the 3rd West Virginia Mounted Infantry down Beaver Creek 
-.o"Vend the irfver-.ieight:-miles ifcsknjtxix. sputh -pf^arlinton to icut off 
T-chnsoh -at Stephen -hole :Run .oj^ther.Marlln-Lewisburg Turnpike!, and sent the 
Ir.d 8th West Virginia mounted infantry to Marlinton with Ewing's Battery. 
Thompson, apprehending his danger, left in a hurry and cut a barricade of 


trers across the pike on Price Hill, a mile or 60 distant from the bridge 
ar.d test the federal^ forces to the pike at Stephen Hole Run and Joined up 
with the confederate troops in the Levels and there turned and stopped the 

.ivar.ee woe oonp AAnnnn f 1 rl nt/ f.Vint. nnv o nv*r\ c c t.Vi t> voll ov n-f Q-f 


._var.ee. There was some cannon firing that day across the valley of Stamping 
re-k si Mill Point. Averell, at Huntersville, got word in the night tine 
: hi; conrand at Marlinton and from Stephen Hole Run, that Thompson had 


escaped the trap. 


Averell moved hie Huntersville army down Beaver Creek, Thursday, 

- • it 3 a. m. and reaching Mill Point at 8 a. m. He had ordered 

- ■ 1 in charge of the Marl inton army to cut out the barricade or. 

- ~ - 'i»l 6 ’- Join him at Mill Foint, and both wings of the army arrived 
at li- Point at the tame time. The effect of this was to put the Con- 

' - • T . ... notion ar.u they retired from the plains around Hillsboro to 

* . *® 07 "-coking that town, and erected embankments and fortlfi- 

-• 0% of the mountain overlooking the Levels where the pike 

‘ I* - ir. going south. 


■ a 


* - 


. that the reason he cld not attack on Thursday, when 

. ";* e c °nfederatts In the Levels was that he was thirty four 
f • . , " B "~ r S f *d that if he drove his enemy forward that coy they 

a 1 ore kxtfr.y Duffle would have arrlvea from 






Jf 




• - • * t u a y * * 

kr.c , 


tft 


• r - r * “tout all that who done was to try to go around 
r ° off from the fountain, but Jackson beat th 
oco i- • by Averell. 




1 Into petition before daylight the nc't 
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• .U WnniiyWaHta to th# left and th#y took ur thrtr 
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a_ C. & GEORGIA A. BEARD. 

Note dated April 6th, 1934, for $10,000.00, due August 
6th, 1954, and secured by a deed of trust dated October 16th, 1924, 
on all the real estate and personal property owned by the Marllnton 

f • 

Hotel Company. Said debt with interest is as follows: 

Principal $10,000.00 

* 

Interest from '8-6-1934 to 1-1-1935 * • • _ 241.64 

Total $10,241.64 

m 

Your Commissioner reports that the liens of the Bank of 
Yarlinton and G. C. and Georgia A. Beard are of equal dignity, both 
-elr.g secured by the same deed of trust, the Rockbridge National 

flL r 1 ii VJ 

sank of Lexington, Virginia, having assigned its lien by virtue of 
call deed of trust to G. C. and Georgia A. Beard. 


LIENS OF THE THIRD CLASS. 




k MERCHANTS BAN K OF MARLINTON. 

Koto dated April 14th, 1934, for $5,360.00, with a credit 
Idu»* July 14th, 1934, and secured by n deed of trust dated 

t • % 

lMu, 1924, on all the real eotate and personal property 

;inton Hotel Company. Said debt with interest is 

fcfe f Ollo«0 : ^ 




lp*l 


’**V% 
Ui 




^•14-1 


*^4 to 1-1-1936 


$6,300.00 

• • 

146 . 10 , 



r a GEORGIA A• BEARD. 

y • - --- 

Note dated April 6th, 1934, for §10,000.00, due August 

1934. ana secured by a deed of trust dated October 16th, 1924, 

6tn, * 9 

nil the real estate and personal property owned by the Marlinton 

on • 

-•otel Company. Said debt with interest is as follows: 

principal $10,000.00 

T n ieresl frod '8-6-1934 to 1-1-1935 • • £41.64 

Total *10,241.64 

» • 

Your Commissioner reports that the liens of the Bank of 

% 

Yarlinton and 0. C. and Georgia A. Beard are of equal dignity, both 
being secured by the same deed of trust, the Rockbridge National 

m 

5ank of Lexington, Virginia, having assigned its lien by virtue of 
said deed of trust to G. C. and Georgia A. Beard. 


* • • LIENS OF THE THIRD CLASS . 

FARMERS & MERCHANTS BANK OP MARLINTON. 


Note dated April 14th, 1934, for §5,360.00, with a credit 

of $60.00, due July 14th, 1934, and secured by a deed of trust dated 

• • 

-c.ocer loth, 1926, on all the real estate and personal property 

owned cy the Farlinton Hotel Company. Said debt with interest is 

a-e follows: 


Principal 

frota 


7-14-1934 to 1-1-1935 


§5,500.00 

• « 

148.10 


L1_KH 8 of t he fourth clas s . 


§5,446.10 


r?:: *nc oommencea to fire on the batteries on top of the mountain. 

'r f n'8 Battery was placea on the left of the pike between Hillsboro 
,"-d the foot of Troop Mountain. Gibson's Battallion and the lOtn 
nest Virginia v.ere held in or near Hillsboro on the pike. The 2nd, 3rd, 
aad 8th, Vest Virginia Regiments were placed to the right of the pike 
rbo”t the Renter place, out of sight, of the ConfeueraLes on top of the 
mountain. The 28tn Ohio Volunteer Infantry and one company of * the 14th, 
Pennsylvania, in all 1175 'men, were sent by the long nine mile detour 
to the right by Lobelia, and while they sterted long before daylight 
they 'bio. not reach the battle field until 1:45 p. m. In the meantime a 
£reat deal of cannon firing had been going on. 

About nine o'clock, the Confederates announced by cheers and by 
tank music, and by the display of flags, that Major General Echols had 
brought his army up. This must have caused Averell some apprehension 
considering the position he held with the Confederates holding the 
mountain top. He had not attacked the day before for good and sufficient 
reason. Y»’e shall see later how he v/on on this day with the odds against 

Mr 


The Confederate line of position was as follows: Edgar's Battal- 
-ion on the river road to Greenbrier. On the farmland on the brow of the 
mountain where the battle was fought was the 22nd Virginia Cavalry; 19th 
Virginia Cavalry; 20th Virginia Cavalry; 14th Virginia Cavalry; Derrick's 
-at*, all ion; Jackson's Batteries. On the Lobelia-Jacox road; Nobody. The 
-allure to guard the road leading in from the rear costs the Confederates 
*-'~e battle. At 1;45 p. m., the flanking party arrived and came through 
r occ.6 firing a6 they came. It Is said to have been one of the most 
f--cen and most fearful fires that men were ever subject to. In about an 
*’vur, Confederates were in full flight. 

Ae Boon as Averell heard his flanking party commence to fire, he 
.; v- 'the 2nd, 3rd, and 8th regiments obliquely to the right up the’ 
in. 7- ne horses had been left at the foot of the mountain. They 
; ; on top of the mountain exactly on the left of the flanking armv 

,V; r'^tr'-r they advanced on the breastworks of the Confederates and 

was over In a few minutes, and the Confederate army in full 
-•’'-nt. The loaoeB on both sldeo was heavy. 
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?uC^?io;:T,>S COUNTY 

- 1 - 

“ tr? ter 4 - Jectlp.n j - Incidents in Battle of Droop liountain. 

Tr.e -jroop fountain battlefield Commission has tried to 
nark the position of the different units and by actual survey 
and measurements, that the i arkers which they have planted 
and the maps which they have prepared, msy be a sure guide to 
the public, and the descendants of the soldiers that fought 
the battle, and point to the very spot where their fathers 
stood in the greatest battle ever fought on ..est Virginia soil. 

Hilton Butcher, who was Jackson’s courier, carried 
the last order cnet his chief gave. The order was to Col. 
Cerrick, end read, "Fall back to pike, west of artillery." 

He delivered the dispatch but his horse was killed and he was 
captured, but made his escape. 

Jajor Hester, who commanded the 46th Batallion was in 

• r :t of the 26th Ohio. He stopped their advance and they were 

<, .eroupon Hester 3houted to his men to stand firm for two 

•*'*, s vine they were whipped, but before the two minutes 

trie lOtn est /irglnie coming up as Colonel IJoor says 

n report, "Just in the nick of time", turned the tide of 

’*«, nd n . ojor found it more convenient to run than 
• tend* ■’ 

^>jt thia tii'io the Confederate line was reinforced by 
. • •>a of ' ;:nd • irrlnie Infantry, and one company 

*= lit., «ir xr. nvulry dismounted. ?hoy poured a deadly 
• « ::•>» onir.d a cnoo into the roni.a of the 10th heat Vir- 


* r 







POCaHONTaS COUNTY 
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i-la Infantry, and especially into Company F, which happened 

• - be in an exposed position, and many of its members were be¬ 

ing shot down, and muny wounded ana some of its members began 
to fall back. Their Captain was in prison and the First 
Lieutenant v;as on staff duty, and the company had but one com- 
nanding officer, lieutenant henry Bender. John D. Baxter, the 
orderly sergeant was in advance of the company. this point 

our chairman saw the condition of the company and v/ent up to 
Baxter end requested him to get back and help line up the com¬ 
pany. To this request 3axter never replied but ran up and 
sicked two or three rails off the fence and they both jumped 
over and Baxter received a mortal wound. W. F. Morrison, 

i. L. 3arnett and John A. Blagg we believe were the next to 
cross the fence, and while crossing Blagg was badly wounded 
and 3ernett had a leg shot off. Morrison escaped unharmed, 
'torge :. i..orrison, ^iles Carr and Li. D. Shaver were the next 
or „oxpany F to cross the rail fence. This occurred near the 
ilose of the battle. No braver man than J. 1). Baxter ever 
espoused a cause or went to war. ~ few minutes later Major 

r ' f ‘ : *° 22nd 'irginia was mortally wounded, while trying 

• •’•••* M. tun to moke another stand. Ke v.es an officer and 
• hir«of daring and oourage. 

r.otr fjrhotio aoenos occurred at that battle; 
the battle e squad of ooMiera was detailed to gather 

dead and wounded, and ntnon • the number thus detailed 
*** ^ndraa j # abort of Company F, loth t Virginia Infantry. 
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; y vroro working in the night, and Short discovered a dead 
soldier, and took hold of his body to remove him to the place 
* .ere they were bringing the dead and wounded soldiers. Ee felt 


a crooked finger on the dead soldier’s hand, and the size and 
feel of the man convinced Short that he was his brother, John. 
:e, there.ore, called for someone to bring a light, saying 
that he had found his brother, and when he had the light, he : 
found for a certainty that it was his brother. 

.-xfter the battle a young woman was observed going among 
'“ e aeaa looking intently into the faces of each dead Confed¬ 


erate soldier. 


On being asked what she was looking 




sell, "I am looking for George". She was the guest at the 

036 0f Colonel HoNeill. She had recently married and was 
••-.a Ufa or Captain George I. Davisson of Lewis County. George 
-d gone through the battle unharmed and was far from the scene 

.* hen hls " ife "as looking among the dead. 

"hlle every battle has its tragedies, yet in most every 

18 30me aDUSing lnol4 - t - Barnes staler was Cols 
qU8rterma3ter ’ and had 0h -se Of the trains 
.r th , b#ttl ’ UPP #8 ’ “ e r °° ently related that at the 01038 

::;r they wer# ° n the ,etreat in ~ — 

; p 10 eoionai —— - •— «• h . 

w. . 0 ’"' f0n tr " ln • and •' 00k80n 3U1 0. "Damned if , 

•r„ *-T1 t *" U 1 ’ ° r<, * r ’ 4 th * to 

n * t 11:1(1 r#tr#ftt on the L«wi«burg pika 
oonrubion M K piKo * ha said 

•• CM Of OuMMl * 0 hol,. ordinance 
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beoarae frightened, and whirled around, breaking the tongue 
0 ff the wagon. They then put some fence rails on the wagon to 
t it on fire, and he said for several years after, the war, 
people would come to gather up scattered lead over the fields. 

Hamilton Higgs, a member of the 10th »est Virginia 
Infantry, is authority for the story illustrating the coolness 
of Colonel Harris in battle and under heavy fire. Wliile Colons- 
narris was leading his regiment into position for the final charge 
at Jroop Mountain, he passed to a section so rough that he had 
dismounted and was leading his horse. A bullet from the Con¬ 
federate lines passed through tne long, red beard then worn by 

► 

the Colonel, cutting out a wisp. He stripped out the severed 
whiskers end as he dropped them to the ground, turned to Adjutant 
John '.Tarnicke and said, "John, take my horse back to the rear; 

I'm afraid he'll get shot." Then he continued to lead tne 
charge on foot. 


Prior to the Battle of Uroop Mountain there were no con¬ 
siderable Confederate forces anywhere in ’.Test Virginia except 
lr ’ -e Greenbrier Valley, which was held by the Confederates from 
1 tB 1,684 to its foot, a distance of about one hundred seventy 
lllea » 8nd w hlch protected Virginia from attacks from the west. 

F r the purpose of dislodging these Confederate forces, General 
r 11 ' ,HU directed to roaroh from Beverly, West Virginia, to 
i,g ttn<1 lt " na while on the march that he met the enemy 
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a t Jroop Mountain. The battle was there fought on the 6th day 
-f November, 1863, between the forces commanded by General 
;verell, and the Confederate forces by General John Echols 

and Colones William L. Jackson. 

At a distance, it would look like common consent that 
the forces were to be assembled for a final test of strength. 
General Averell, with a very formidable force, left Beverly 
on '‘ov. 1st, to find -the enemy and give battle wherever he 
night be found. General WM. L. Jackson, commanding a brigade 
and several other units, battalions and companies, was joined 

I • * 

by General Echols on the morning of the 6th, by a splendid 
brigade of fighting men. General Averell encountered the 
Confederates in force at Mill Point on the morning of the 
5th, and drove them to the foot of Droop Mountain, and there 
cenped for the night. On the morning of the 6th, General 
averell threw out a strong skirmish line that cleared his 
Trent to the foot of the mountain. About 9 A. M. the 10th 
• "a. Inft., 28th Ohio Inft., and one company of the 14th 
-av. and two pieces of Ewing's Battery were sent ar- 
on h beck road six and one-half miles where they formed, 
t * i0 ‘ struck the enemy in force. Here is where the principal 
-'••float port of the batilo was fought, and in passing 
V<3r >n ® “ tell plot or cleared land, not comprising more than 
* thirteen wore killed and forty-seven were wounded. 

J • or mhjso wounded died later, so If this battlefield Jover- 
r *rly two thousand acres of land and fought on by seven 
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tbousand determined soldiers, what would the casualty list have 
been, if the land had been cleared# Averell then formed the 
2nd, 3rd, and 8th .<est ^a. bunted Infantry, with a portion of 
the 14th Pa. Cavalry in line of battle, who succeeded in driv¬ 
ing the Confederate forces, composed of the 22nd Virginia Inft. 
and 19th Va. Cav. and other units up the mountain, near the 
sunmit. Ahile further on the left of the Confederate line we 
find a portion of Colonel -averell's regiment, 20th Va. Colonel 

__ commanding, Kessler’s Battalion, 23rd Va., Major Blessing; 

four companies Jerrick's battalion, a portion of the 22nd Va. 
Infantry. Some of these units have been twice named because 
ai the fighting became more severe on the Confederate left, they 
*eahened their right by sending reinforcements tc strengthen 
their left. I 

The forces engaged in the battle v.ere composed of twelve 

-or.federate units regiments, battalions and independent companies. 

• • 

•nlle the Union forces were composed of nine units, reg- 
• *t3 and battalions, there was but a slight difference in the 
*»r» composing the two armies, the 10th West Vi rg i n i a infantry 
23rd Ohio that comprise, the flanking party and did the 
* *1 fighting was roported as 1175 soldiers while the 22nd 

* Infantry, Confodorato, reported officially at 5o0 
fc **£iere strong sod the 23rd Virgin* 0 huttulion 350 strong. 
rl% fi Mth 123 dismounted ouvnlry, Captain Jerring’s 

’ “ 14 .*00, .d , ajor htolor’n battalion and other units 

A U ' e r y alo r»nt lifting foroe. Those units v.ere con- 
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centrated on the Confederate left and fought the 10th and 28 th. 
Co it rcos a battle royal by seasoned troops pf approximately 

equal numbers. 

..hat turned tr.e tide of battle was the neglect of the 
Confederate General to fortify his position and protect his 
flank. .iverell, an officer of superior ability, took advan¬ 
tage of the situation and turned the flank of the enemy with 
his infantry and gave them sudh a slight margin for their es¬ 
cape which caused much confusion. 

.-*11 that saved the Confederates from being cut off was 
the lake that protected their left flank. If Generals Jackson 

end -chols had fortified the back road over which the flanking 

• „ 

nr.its marched, and protected their lines by fallinf timber and 
temporary breast works on the mountain side, which they had 
ft'-undent time to do, their position would have been inpregnable. 

'ere hei_;ht of a mountain is of but slight advantage to those 
--ft ling it, if they are not protected by breast works. '..'hen 
- 10th est Va. Infantry succeeded in gaining a position on 

I r 

’• t la: t of the Confederate line, the Confederate commander see- 
' elr ; eril and danger of being cut off, ordered a retreat. 
r ronde being blocked by cavalry, artillery and wagon trains 
rvjob com union. The Union victory was not the result 
- >;r, of numbers on the Conl’cdorut© side, nor to the gallantry 
r «r aoldlera, but a lack on die part of their commanders to 
^•yrei.end w.e eituoMon and tuKo advantage or their position. 




1.-40 Lelle 1 • *-cLaughlln 

Marlinton, W. Va* 

i 

K 
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Partial reports mode by the leading officers who par¬ 
ticipated in the Battle of croop mountain. 

General overall’s Report: 

Cn the first day of November, 1 left Beverly with my 

command consisting of the 28th Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Col. 

A . Moor; 10th ..est Virginia Infantry, Col. T. M. Harris; 

2nd .Vest Virginia Mounted;:lnfantry, Lieut. Col. A. Scott; 

3rd .Vest Virginia counted Infantry, Col. J. H. Oley; 14th 

« 

Pennsylvania Cavalry, Col. J. N. Jchoonnaker; Gibson's Bat- 
telion and Batteries B &. G, First West Virginia .Light artillery, 
Capt, J. V. Keeper and 0. T. Ewing. 

On the morning of the 6th we approached the enemy's 
position. The infantry and one corps of cavalry was sent to 
tr.e right to ascend a range of hills, with orders to attack the 
enemy's left and rear, the attack of our infantry, 1,175 strong 
was conducted skillfully by Col. Moor. 

The 2nd, 3rd, and 8th, dismounted, were moved in line 
obliquely to the right, until their right was joined to Moor's 

, „ I 

A «‘t. Col. Moor ways when he arrived in front of the enemy’s 
position, at 1:45 P. M. he formed a line and ordered Col. Harris 
to r -*vo up in double quick, who arrived in the nick of time. 

Lieut. Col. Soott's Report. 

Llout. Col. Alex, iicott, 2nd West Virginia Mounted In- 
r,,; lr y, r.aya that about 12 o'clock, having moved to the front, 

* 1 orderod to di amount my command and fight on foot, and 
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was ordered to take a position between the third and eighth, 
it this time we found the 3rd, 8th and 14th Pennsylvania Cav- 
airy in line of battle, with Jackson's force. The 2nd, 3rd 
and 8th -est Virginia Infantry, immediately in front of the 
breast works" . 

I went into action with two hundred men; out of that number, 

there were nine killed,‘fourteen wounded, two mortally wounded, 

* 

seven severly and five .slightly. 

Report of Colonel John Oley 

• • 

Eighth V.est Virginia Mounted Infantry. After taking my 
place wit., column on the morning of the 6th, I was ordered to 
clear the hills up to the foot of -'roop Mountain of Skirmishers, 
and pickets. ^bout IP. M. I was notified that the 2nd and 3rd 
Counted Infantry would take a position on my right, and was or¬ 
dered to assault the enemy’s works in conjunction with them. 

Col. J ames N. Schoonmaker’s Report 

3ol. Barnes N. Schoonmaker, 14th r ennsylvania Cavalry 
fcaya tbct "On the morning of the 6th, I was ordered with my 
"ejji-.tmt and Keeper's Battery, to move to the extreme right of 
■r.e enemy, who hod again taken a position on the almost net- 
-•-feUy fortified summit of ^roop Mountain, and keep up a fire 
on 1 ’*1 r foroe* thet tholr attention might be drawn from Col. 

- r, »no woo to moke on attack on tholr left. Knowing of the 

«»*• Loor. I lrtM.Olatoly sot ray raglmont re- 
" : "**• *" 4 »»° or ortlu.ry on th. aouble 
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quick fron the extreme right to the center." 

Report of Major Thos Gibson, 14th Pennsylvania Cavalry. 

" On the 1st day of November, I moved with the 3rigade 
and continued with it until the 5th day of November, on which day 
I marched to Cackleytown, by way of Marlin's Bottom, with the 

train". 

• • 

xue 10th -est Virginia Infantry lost eight killed and 

tieaty- seven wounded. 

The 2eth Ohio Infantry lost five killed and twenty-one 

wounded. 


CONFEDERATE REPORTS. 

Brig. General John Echols. 

Gen. Echols says that he placed his forces at the crest 

of the mountain. The batteries of Chapman and Jackson under 

command of Major V.'. McLaughlin, were placed near where Col. 

Jaccson had plaoud two pieces of his battery under the com- 
cAnd of Capt. Lurty. 

Col. 0. J. Patton was placed in oomnand of the First 
viz; the 22nd Virginia Infuntry, Maj. H. a. Bailey; 

’ •• iird flrglnia Battalion, Major „m. Blessing commanding; 

'“•n at the right of the turnpiko rood neur the summit, and 
BaxUy'a 22nd Regiment in tho roar or tho Battery. 

t;=e, -olonel Thompeon'o lVth Virginia Cavalry wee moved 
loft , ltb on , hundred and eeventy-five nen and »as 
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shortly reinforced by six companies of the 23rd Battalion, 
Later, Colonel Patton was ordered to detach these companies 
of the 22nd Virginia Infantry under Captain John K. Thompson. 
Colonel George 3. Patton commanded lichol’s Brigade. The 
22nd Virginia went into action with five hundred and fifty 
strong, losing one hundred and thirteen in killed, wounded 
and missing. The 23rd Virginia Battalion, three hundred 
and fifty strong, lost- sixty-one in killed, wounded and 
missing. 

Three companies of the 22nd under Captain Thompson, 
one hundred and twenty-five strong, lost nine killed, 
thirty wounded, twelve missing. Battle ended at 4 P. M. 

Report of LaJ. Wm. Blessing, 23rd Virginia battalion 
" '.Then the fighting became very severe I wes ordered to 
march with six companies to the support of Captain Marshall, 
rr iO, with one hundred and twenty-five dismounted cavalry, was 
being forced back on the left. 

•e were then forced back to a fence at the Bloody Angle. 

’ ** re then reinforced by three companies of the 22nd Vir- 

♦*ile Infantry, and one dismounted oorapany of the l4t Vir¬ 
ginia cavalry. 

Report of Colonel Thompson 

Colonel .norapnon, lvth Virginia Cavalry, says that he 
1 ooe hundred cavalry under command of Captain *~arshall 



lL/ / / - /V BATTLE OP DROOP MOUNTAIN 

( I November 6, 1863 

/ \fi By Capt. E. R. lloweiy 

EVENTS AND DATES PRECEDING 3ATTLE 

1, 1863—C-en. W. W. Averell left Beverly, West Virgi 
3 1863—Gen. A. N. Duffie left Charleston, West /ir 

5, 1863—Gen. John Echols occupied Droop Lountain 

Number of troops engaged (Union)-4700 

Number of troops (Confederate)-3950 

Number Killed (Union)-130 

Number killed (Confederate)-400 

Troops from West Virginia, Virginia, Ohio and Pennsj r l 
vania took part in the battle. 


The Battle of Droop fountain was fought November 6th, 
1:63 between Union Forces, commanded by Brig. Gen. William W. 
Averell, U. S. Army, and confederates troops under the command 


C-en. John Echols. C. S 





out 30 that the line could be maintained. The Southern troops 
were living off of the country and the people were insisting 
that aid be sent to them. 

On October 26th, Gen Benjamin Kelly, U. S. Army ordered 
General Averell, who at that time was stationed at Beverly, West 
Virginia, to move to Lewisburg and capture or drive away any Con¬ 
federate forces stationed in that vicinity. Also to join forces > 
with General Duffie who left Charleston November 3rd, 1863 at 6:00 A.I. 
for Lewisburg. After a junction of the two forces, they were to 
move to Union, Y/. Va. and thence to Virginia and Tennessee R.R., 
at Dublin Station and destroy the railroad bridge over New River. 

General Averell moved on the 1st day of November and imme¬ 
diately contacted gorilla bands and snail detachments of confed- 

m S 

erate troops. The forces of Gen. Averell were able to push back 
all resistance and on November 3th, reached the town of Hillsboro, 

West Virginia, about 3 miles from Droop fountain and 33 miles from 
Lewisburg. The Union forces were advised that General Duffie 
would not reach Lewisburg, until November 7th so didn't attack 
until the morning of November 6th, 1863. 

The plan of attack by the Union troops was as follows: 

14th Pennsylvania Cavalry were placed near the Locust Creek bridge 

in sight of the Confederate lines, and kept moving around giving 

the appearance of starting towards the Southern lines. 

^Keepers battery was placed on the hill above Beards lull . j 

and immediately opened fire on the Confederate batteries on top of 
Droop fountain about 8:00 A. H. Eivon ,. battery v;as plaoe<J <o ^ I 

left of the turnpike between Hillsboro and Droop. Gibson's bat- I 

tallion and the famous 10th W. Va. Infantry was held in readiness 1 
on the pike at niloboro. I 



r 


The 2nd, 3rd, and 8th Yiest Virginia Mounted Infantry Rec- 
ir.ents v.'ero on the right of the turnpike out of sight about two 
niles from the base of Droop Mountain. The 28th Ohio Infantry 

' a 

with one company of the 14th Pennsylvania Cavalry (about 1200 

. • 

r.en in all) v.-ere sent on a long detour to the richt via Lobelia 
to cone over the Jacox road and take the Confederates on the left 
flank, ^his movement started about 5:00 A. M. and due to condi- 
tions of the roads, did not complete the march until 1:45 P.M. 

The position of the Southerners was as follows: On the 
river road, Edgar*s 3attalion; on the brow of the mountain facing 
the Union troops from right and left, 22nd Virginia Cavalry under 
Colonel Patton; 15th Virginia Cavalry under Co. Cochran; Dorricks 
battalion of Infantry, Jackson's batteries; Major 31essing with 
6 companies of the 23rd Battalion was placed on the Lobelia-Jacox 
road covering the left flank. The right flank was protected by 


a steep mountain. 


party 


•-i een sent via Lobelia reached the Confederate lines anu imme- 
i-ately attacked. The 2nd, 3rd, and 8th Regiments immediately 
• verted a direct attack up the face of Droop Mountain. They join< 
••“-a • ■ -th the flanking party, and drove the Confederates back 
toward Lewi riburg. Due to the road being narrow the Confederates 

,er * confusion—Crvnlry and Infantry all mixed up together. 

Colonel Thompson was in command of the rear guard of the 
Waderats and It w throueh hi. strong defense that the South¬ 
ern troop, an .bl. to withdraw without muoh loss of Ilfs or 

• ' .ljoent. Another thine that mlcht hsvo Influeno.d the retreat 

th.t General Averell did not wish to push th. Confederates 


• -mmxne in Bo'-orly. 



, , c frist, as he wanted Gen. Duffle to reach Lewisburg first and 
r ;t them off. The Confederates retreated on through the night 
^nd passed through Lewisburg just as General Duffie entered the 
term from the west. General Duffie captured a few stragglers and 


some equipment. . -t, 

• % ® ■ 91 v , f • 4 • 

This battle was the deciding point in West Virginia. After 

this the entire state was in the hands of the Northern amies. 

One very interesting part of General Echol’s report is 
quoted: "Ky artillery and trains were brought safely through with 
the exception of one .brass Howitzer belonging to Chapman's battery, 
which broke completely down during the retreat so that it had to be 
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swamp 


^nis cajuiuii ~ - 

- ’ ,-runtain, but has never been found. For those who visit 

on Droop kcuntam, 
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An errne&ition that proved disastrous to the Confeder¬ 
ates, and likewise for some who were not, was that connected 

• • 

with the occupation of Beverly, Va., now T.'est Virginia, during 
the ~ar between the States. 

At the tine of the Imboden raid through ’western Virginia 
(April, 1663), C-en. Gillian L. Jackson, who accompanied Inboaen, 
casually renarked while in Beverly that he was coning back there 
to spend the 4th of July. Of covrse, no one took the renark se¬ 


riously. Although it was commonly repeated afterwards, as well to 

ihe federal commander as others, it passed unheeded. Sure enough, 

ca the third day of July, a c onfederate force unexpectedly appeared 
* • 

south of and in the vicinity of Beverly, under the connand of Gen. 


• * 

illian’L. Jackson, who dispatched a detachment under I!aj. J. B. 
on the road leading northward, west of the river to its in¬ 
ter-action with the road leading to 3nc!2iannon, in order to cut 
c'T retreat ir. that direction. He having previously dispatched 
< r etr ch .ent xnder the command of Col. A. C. Bunn, by a 
• A" road, eastward of the main road, with orders to occupy the 
- ’ lend ng to Philippi, northward of Beverly, thus cutting off 

1 '•••■*«• - thfit dlrootion. Ho planted his artillery on the slope 
c ' .«Vn, about one and one-half miles southwest of Beverly, 

rire c,n the ’edernls, who were hurriedly gathered within 
’ ° " -ortlf i c» t: <»n* The Confederate puns were of small caliber 

probably due to inferior antnmiticn, moat of the ohells fell 
ndlnf in Jtrori- . 





Col. Thomas IJ. Harris, of the 10th Virginia (federal) 

?.e-incut, and who at a later period attained unenviable notoriety, 
as a member or the military court that tried and convicted I-Irs. 

Surratt and sent her to the scaffold, was in command of the Ped- 

« 

erals. Guards were stationed on all the roads leading from Beverly; 

0 

end no one--man, woman, or child—was permitted to pass these 

guards; hence all civilians were confined to the limits of the 

tern and were thereby subjected to the fire of the Confederate 

artillery. Although this firing continued fcr a considerable part 

0 

of two days, no citizens were injured, and but few houses were strucl: 
by shells. 


It has always been the understanding, which is probably cor- 

*4 

“-ot, that the detachment Jackson sent to approach Beverly from 
.:.e north and open the attack, had in the course of their march 
round a supply of apple brandy; and the detachment became so inton- 
icated, that they lost sight of and interest in the undertaking. 
Jackson waited impatiently throughout the first day for the off^- 
ccr in command of this detachment to make the attack, as pre- 


crrar. 


;ing 


Mere 


received no intelli C ence. Alone toward noon there appeared, ad- 
vmolae up the valley, west of the river, an array of mounted men, 
-rloy.d to sweep every thine before them. It was Averill's fu11 
Srl « aa * c cdoml oavaliy. It was e formidable force. 

bat on. thine left for .Jackson to do-. ct oat as rapidly as 
or be overwhelmed. This he proceeded to do. and aceon- 

SUa ** 4 wth ,uoh he eeoapod with but eli cht Xoaa. 

Sen. -mil*. L. Jock non, *hu. On the bench prior to the 
. bed h.14 a tern or eourt in Overly, know mao? of the 





citizens, and v.-as familiar with the country in the vicinity. 
Immediately following'the fight, and while Averill was still in 
pursuit of Jackson, Colonel Karris dispatched guards through the 
country north of Beverly, who arrested quite a large number of 
citizens, all of whom were peaceable, law-abiding rcen--good citizens 
“They were marched into Beverly and formed in line near the old 
courthouse. Colonel Karris then walked along the front of the line 
and put tr.is question to each one separately: "Are you a Union 
nan?" '.Then the answer was directly in the affirmative, the man was 
passed, '"hen the answer was, "lly sentiments are with the South," 
cr its equivelant, Harris ordered the person giving such answer to 
take two steps forward. Several of those in line, in reply to the 
question, stated that they were "Constitutional Union men"; of 
tr.ese latter were Lennox Camden, a brother of Judge G. D. Camden, 
a-nd Charles V. Russell, the latter, a late leading merchant and 
■•<ell -norm throughout the county, and who was a Union man. Shis 
ar.sr.-er evidently, in the opinion of Harris, did not constitute 
sufficient loyalty, for in each instance where this answer was 
"iven, such person was ordered to take the two steps to the front. 

-,n arris had finished his questioning, there were thirteen in the 
forced line. The number in this instance in the course of tine " 
proved to be a frightful exemplification of all that has over beer 

** t0 “ ln the of being an omen of disaster by those 
lv.n to superstition. The thirteen were immediately sent under 

* ^ra to the Federal prinon at Port 35©Invars mv 

••rst mra- ns h nanos those 

mre. Lennox Canden, Charlee v/. 7 uaaell „ 

Levi D itMi r n , Thona8 Cnplinger, 

> * llifta lth Cr ° UCh ' Crouch, 

1 - e » Seulaburr. phon n t__ . * 



Learyj Allen Isner. 

The public at the time attributed these arrests to Harris’s 
intense hatred of Southern sympathizers and his chagrin and anger a, 
Jackson’s having reached the immediate vicinity of Beverly without 
his I-mowledge, and especially as Jackson had made announcement of 
his intended coming several months in advance; all of which uarris 
realized constituted a severe reflection upon the commander of the 
nest in not having been more alert, and in allowing himself to be 
this surprised; and which, but for the miscarraiage of Jackson’s 
cr-ers to Colonel Bunn, would have resulted in the probable capture 
of himself and his entire command; and also, the further fact that 
Jackson had succeeded in withdrawing his troops and escaping without 


■aterial loss, all of which was intensified by the rebuke and crit¬ 
icism administered by General Averill, his superior officer. Averill 
-.eing a L’est Point graduate, had no special admiration for civilian 
army officers like Harris. ; 

There is little doubt that Harris was smarting under Averill’s 
cr zieiems, and especially as Averill attributed his own failure 
, -cfeat, if not to capture, Jackson's command to Harris’s fail- 
-.0 notify him (Averill) in time. Averill, in his official 
\, nays: "Had Colonel Harris furnished me with timely wam- 
< . ')roach of the enemy, I should have killed, capt\ired, 

••rood hia entire co:m:iand. As it was, he received but a 
BllGftt leonon." 

.Mor, on aevoml occasions, moot strenuous efforts were 
»• ' obtfin ,< release of thooo non from Port Delaware, where 
' rr « * « 1 *» "beep. Tho public generally knew thev were 




-nnocent of an;.* choree; a number of them were influential men; 
y.'.t all efforts were without avail until virtually half of them 
had died in prison, When finally the survivors, seven in nunoer, 
v.ere released, one of them, Lennox Camden, died before reaching 


hcr.e. Another, Philip Isner, died a few days after reaching home. 
S-ith Crouch and John Crouch died very soon afterwards. The three 
survivors, Charles W. Russell, Thomas 3. Caplinger, and George 
Sanlinger. were so broken in health as to suffer from the effects 


Harris had, prior to the war, been a country doctor, prac- 
iced in -itchie County (now '.Vest Virginia) and later, located in 
lenville in the same State. After he became identified with the 


"r.icr. cause, he became intensely partisan. In those days intense 
;~riisanship was the stepping-stone, for many, to promotion. Karris 
ai risen to the ran}: of colonel of the 10th Virginia (Pederal) 

<t- :_-.ent, as stated. This regiment contained many good men, and 
who detested ".arris. His unpopularity was such that while 
‘v v.cned at *everly, he was shot at one night by some of his reg- 
' r.-., ewe bullet passing through his whiskers. Of this I was 

1 one of his commissioned officers. Elevated to the >~ark 
• ' --el, "arris seemed to have become obsessed with an exalted 

v.e ro- inoncc that such an appointment carried with it 
- ou tionod nt ''overly, a long time. Having the power of a 
* r mm much dreodod, oapooially as ho seoned ever ready to 

to »»• WllnbU and disreputable nho approached 
la v. tale. «b*.t tholr n.l c hboro, and which resulted eenerally 

** '*'* •»>•*« «d lwprteonDent of those so reported, it malt be 
-. reset.Is for a. to resell te aonoiy, and i rrc.uno i t la , 




true of others, the number of citizens of the county, or their 
names, v:ho were, during the war, arrested and sent under guard 
to the military prisons of the ITorth, many of them by Harris— 
one rally without cause and without any specific charge being 
r:ade '.mow to them, and many of whom did not live to return to 







» NOV[MliiCR. 6, 1863 

* BY CAi>T. E. A. HOW CRY 

[ events and dates preceedihg battle 

vcv. 1 -1863—Gon. W. Yl. Avorcll left Beverly, Yfost Va 
v'v! s! 186S—Gon, A. N. Duffic left Charleston, W. Va 
\ v! I, 1863—Ucn. John Echols occupied Droop Mounted 

r * Number of troops engaged (Union)-4700 

| Humber of troops (Confederate)-3950 

■ Number killod (Union)-130 

I Number killed (Confederate)-400 

Troops from Ticst Virginia, Virginia, Ohio and Penn¬ 
sylvania took part in the battle. 


Confederate troops. Tho 
force's of Gen. Avcrcl 


I The Battle of Droop 
Iiuntair was fought Nov¬ 
ember 6th, 18c3 between 
Chios Ferres, commanded 
by Brig. Gen. Wiliam H. 
iTcr:ll, U.S. Aray, and 
Bonfodcrate tro ps under 
the cotaa-nu of Brig. Con. 
4ohn Sends, C.S. trry. 
t Cr.c :f the reasons for 
meeting of these tvjo 
fore.: in v, ost Virginia 
■ this time Tims) The 
^tst'ra ,art cf Virginia 
* ir*h bi r ud by people 
•*tT' in favor cf the 

— 20th, loo3 

ghc old gt-.tc ef Virginia 

-Tid-.'. into Virg- 

•*-«t Vi.* i.iir. 

f r j Ant '- 1 .he n-vrly 

**. 60 ~ c vrt h j, 

t/i** * Jf ‘ 10n troopc Ja 
f , rj so to 

' tKoso/al. of 

pco lo who loft 


vfocf.bricr 

l^^ruartvrft 
' * ThO road 
u r #; vl ^ Uni on 

inin berdor 


•< 


in the vicinity cf Elkins 
and Hoar Charleston sepa¬ 
rated. Also ranter -./as 
coming and the Confeder¬ 
ate. forces had to bo 
dram out se that the 
lino could be maintained. 
The Southern troops werre 
living r. ff of the country 
and tlx. poo 1 o v.-orc insi¬ 
sting that aid be sent to 
them. 

On October 2'th, Gor.. 
Benj amine Kelly, U.S.Army 
order:d Gonoral Avcroll 
v/ho at that time was 

stationed at Beverly, v /o.it 
| Virginia, to move to 
Le*i*istu.*g arid capture or 
drivo v\r.y any Coiifod.- 
r .tv forces stationed in 
th t vicinity; Als< to 
forcer, with Goncr.il 
D ffio who 1 .It Charles¬ 
ton Hovombor 3rd, 1863 
a, 6j00 A.N. for Lcids- 
burg. After a Junction of 
the two forces, they v; re 
tv flhjvc to Union W./'.and 
thonoo to Virginia and 
Tonnoasoo k.R., a; Dublin 
Station nd destroy tho 
railroad bridge * vor N. w 
klvor. 

General Avoroll rue v d 
on che lot day of Novott- 
b r and lmrtodl at 'ly 
o<rnta«tod gourlllr. bends 
vtd on 11 detac)umnt« <>f 


were able to push back 
all resistance and on No¬ 
vember 5th,roac ed the 
town of Hillsboro, \1. Va., 
about 5 miles from Droqp 
Mountain and 33 nilos 
from Levdsburg.Tho Union 
forces were advisod that 
Gonoral Duffic would not 
rcaoh Lev/isburg until 
November 7th so didn't 
attack until tho morning 
of November 6th,1865. 

The plan of attack by 
the Union troops was as 
follows: 14th Pennsylvania 
Cavalry were placed near 
tho Locust Crc*k bridge 
in sight of the Conflodc- 
rato lines, end kept 
moving around giving the 
appearance of starting 
towards the Southerner 
linos. . t 

Keepers ba ;tcry was 
placed on -he hill abovo 
Boards Mi 11,and immedia¬ 
tely oponod fire on tho 
Confoderaco battorios on 
top of Droop Mountain 
about 8:00 A. L.given 's 
battery was placed-to the 
left of the turn pike 
between Hillsboro and 
Droop. Gibson’s batallim 
ana the famous 10th W.Va 
Infantry vras hold in re¬ 
adiness cn the pike at 
Hillsboro. 

Tho 2nd, 3rd, and&th 
'fost Virginia liountod 
Infantry Reginonts were 
on the right of tho turn 
pike out of sight about 
two Jiilc3 from tho base 
of Dr. op Mountain. 

rho 2bth Ohio Jniantry 
with one company cf the 
1 i ( h ; V m i ay 1 v \ni aCave 1 rv 
(about 1200 ..vn in all) 
wero sent <>na 1 *n g de t¬ 
our to tho right via 
L' bclia to eoioo c*vr the 
J oox road and take tm 






GMd'OH BALL 


Another . thing that 
night have influoncod tho 
rctroat w.a8 that Gen • A'* - 
oroll did not wish to 
push tho Confederates too 
fast, as ho wanted Gen. 
Duffio to roach Lowisburg 
first and cut then off. 

The Confederates rot- 
roatod on thru tho night 
and passed thru Lowisburg 
just as Gcnoral IXiffio, 
cntcrod the town from 
the west. Gonoral l)uffio 
captured a few 8tragglors 
and some oquipmont. 

Tho battlo was tho 
deciding point in West 
Virginia. Aftor this tho 
ontiro stato was in tho 
hands of tho Ndrthom 
armies* 

One very interesting 
part of Gonoral -Echol’s 
report is quotod: ,r }i5y art¬ 
illery and trains wero 
brought safely through 
with the exception* of ono 
brass Howitzer belonging 
ot Chapman* s battery, 
which ‘ broke completely 
down during tho retreat 
so that it had to be left 
this offering the cnomy 
tho only trophy cf which 
thoy can boast. 11 

This cannon is suppos¬ 
ed to havo boon buried in 
tho swamp on Droop Moun¬ 
tain, but has r.ovor been 
found. For these wie 
• visit the Droop Mountain 
Battle Field, a largo map 
has been d'r.vm showing 
the position of tho troop 
tho day of tho battlo, 
also tho present location 
of Caro Prlco, a larger 
and raoro distinct sap, 
than could bo shown hero* 
This larger maps shews 
location of monuments, 
markers and other items c*f 
interest. 

Co. 2596, CCC, invites 
all to visit the Battlo 
Field mid will enjoy show 
ing to visiters tho old 
battlo trenches, breast¬ 
works, gun irylorients, and 
other interesting things. 


2 , 
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b:r fith, 1£63, tho flank¬ 
ing party that had boon 
sent via Lobelia re vchod 
tho Confederate lines .and 
ianedi v.ly attrhkod. 

T'ao 2.id, 3rd, and8th 
Kogimonts immediately 
ntartod a direct attact 
up tho face of Droop Mou¬ 
ntain. They foinod foroc 
with tho flanking party, 
and drovo tho Confodcra.to 
btvok toward Lowisburg. I 

Duo to tho road being 
narrow tho• Confodoratos 
woro in aonfusion-cavalry 
and Infantry all nlxod 

up t • i. 

Colonel Thompaun was 
in eonvind of tho roar 
gw rd of tho Confodorato 
«-nd it was through his 
strong dofunso that tho 
Southern troops wero able 
to withdraw without much 
1< *l Of n fo or oquipn , 


r*.-cs on the left 
This n©vcar.'..t nt - 
a 6i00 .... . nd 
conditions cf the 
did net complete 
...t. 1 1:45 P.E. 
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DROOF MOUNTAIN BATTLEFIELD 


One of the hard fought battles of the Civil Tar 
occurred at Droop Mountain, Pocahontas County, on November 
6 t.., IS 63 , in which Test Virginia Soldiers, both Confederate 
and Union participated. 

Droop Mountain is a very high elevation—3000 ft— 
overlooking the valley of the Greenbrier River, in the Little 
Levels District of Pocahontas County and the far off pet ks 
of the Allegheny Mountains making it one of the most beauti¬ 
ful scenic spots in Test Virginia. 

Each Army fought for what it believed to be right 
and nearly all of the men who were actors in that bloody 
-rama were Test Virginians. The bitter struggle ended and 
*. e animosity engendered by that conflict has passed away 
and universal peace reigns.. 

T..e scene spread out before us was one of indescribable 
uty and enchantment. Towering mountains, the smiling and 
ferule plain?, the famous historic Greenbrier River flowing 
* - t ft • f of the rugged mountain —nowhere in all our travels 
rt ««• it:.creed r.uch scenic beauty or such a location for a 

Perk. 

Prior to thii battle there were no considerable Con- 
f“' r rfte ff.rrrn at ywhero in To»t Virginia except in v.reenbrier 
**ilry « left RUB heir, by the Confcderrter from its head to 
itt tool. For t e ,urpo-e of dislodging there Confederate 





forces. General Averill was directed to inarch from Beverly, 

^ert Virginia to Lev/isburg, in Greenbrier County, and ixxt 
it was while on this march he met the enemy at Droop 
fountain. The battle was there fought between the forces 
commanded by General Averill and the Confederate forces by 
General John Echols and Colonel William L. Jackson. Droop 
fountain is fourteen miles south of Karlinton, the County 
seat, seven miles from Kill Point and four from Hillsboro. 

It is ten miles from Renick Station, sixteen from Frankford and 
twenty-four miles from Lewisburg. 

The forces engaged in the battle of Droop fountain 
mere composed of twelve Confederate Units, regiments, battalion 
'-.r.d independent companies while the Union forces were composed 
of nine Unites, regiments and battalions. There was but a 
slight difference in the numbers composing the two armies. 

'r.e 10th West Virginia Infantry and the 23 rd Ohio that com- 
0 ed toe flanking party and did the principal fighting was 
ff: .'.lly reported as 1175 while the 22nd Virginia Infantry 
-" federate was reported officially at 55 O soldiers strong 
•...*■ 2;rd Virginia Battalion 350 strong. Cept. Karshsll 
•Ur. 1 25 di mounted cavalry, Capt Derringes Battalion 500 
-• c Vta;or Ke lcr battalion and other units composed a fine 
fighting force. 

Another phaae of the hintory of Droop fountain is 
of epeciel ir.trrert. Kt reneon from analogy and from pre- 
t rlc evicr co t at Droop ’!ounlnin hn» been a bnttle- 
f.cld of preiticric race or by the earl y Indian tribes 



of America. fcany wonderful stories axe handed down through 
journals and family records of the Shawnees who were the most 
remarkable of all the people inhabiting the country west of 
the Allegheny. In 16S2 they fell under the rule of the six 
nations and existed in various branches. Tie find excavations 
at the foot of Droop fountain where thousands of tons of 
rough flints have been removed. 

At one time this has been a great military camping 
ground for the warriors of the forest. ^any legends are 
told by people who.lived on Droop fountain ana handed down 
for younger generations. 

A young Union Officer who rode a beautiful sorrel 
..or=e was killed while riding fast around a large tree. The 
fr:r.itened riderless horse ran around the tree several times 
before it was stopped. It was said by people of that battle 
*. .ey could hear the rapid running of that frightened horse 
trt-r. thr t tree. - A most pathetic scene occurred at that 
•file. After the battle a squad of soldiers was detailed 

t 

vo gather up the dead and wounded. Among the number thus 
ttailod v&b Andrew J. Short of Company F. tfest Virginia In- 
■' try. T ey n ere working In the night and Short discovered 
h tr.( J soldier and took hold of his body to remove him to the 
pitot ey were bringing the dead and wounded together. 

- , ‘lt * crooked finger on tha dead soldier;' hrnd and the sise 
h ' • feel of tJ.e oor.vinotd S?>ort that it wno his brother 

Tl • It called for *or:;e ono to bring a light, saying that he 

a f u:.d tit brother. 



and when thejgot the light he found for a certainty that 

l 


the man really was his own brother. In relating the incident 
to Dr. W. P. Newton many years after the battle, he said that 

he took his brother by the hand and recognized some peculiar- 

% 

ity by which he knew this to be the lifeless body of his 
brother. This is an incident so rare that nothing similar 
has ever to our knowledge been recorded in the annals of 

warfare. 
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"ifit UouEtain 


f ' iniide them, would be banged* But lee must have learned that he had been 

»d«rtak» to **** , 


fnr or doring them to penetrate the Cheat thicket in the night for nobody web 
at fau±* * ^ « 


*?d. II 11876 n0-t ^ een al)le t0 l 0arn who tte fiuide was). Tnis material was taken 


jj-o- f. Va. Blue Book 1928 - from articles by Andrew Price. 


r an the spruce timber was cut from Cheat Mountain many years after the war, musket 


haversacks, and other erticles were found where the army had cast them aside in their 


ssrare from the Jungle. 


In 1927 when the new highway over Middle and Valley Mountains (Seneca Trail) was 

• • 


tel-.; greied as Route 24, a greet army dump pile was uncovered and all sorts of war 


trrphles ranging from muskets to parts of cannons were found. These were left by Lee’a 


first comcend in the Civil War. 


Places in Pccahontes that were Lee f s headquarters in 1861: 


1. Valley and Middle Mountains 


2. Meadow Bluff on Sept. 24. 

3. Tell House at **arlins Bottom 


4. A* Sewell Mountain on Oct. 20 




j-rlcg the year 1861 all of Lee's activities were confined to W. Va. At Richard 

— ^ v m* mS • — __ 

•* a *ara near Mill Point, Mrs. McNeel, a Confederate sympathizer; prepared a fi* 

• &"** Let refused tc eat it for fear of poison. 

L ***eBnr»t 


ne 


*** L * lD Greenbrier Valley, in 1861, he came across the best horse he 


'*•' li * * r#3f « lldin «* Traveler. Foaled in the Little Levels of Pocahontas 


* tt ••'■**Je« U tU Bl« Uvtla of Greenbrier Co. No better horse ever set foot to the 


u ***«fc uu r 
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10th .Vest Virginia Infantry 


,.an less « 
• nnlecs-- 
Buzzard' 
. oore--- 

core- 

Adkinsor 
VcCarty 
..s.-ner— 


ied Buchannon 


ar.es Johnson- 

. ohn C. Curry- . " . 

-*horas Akers . ‘ ;. ' • \ 

*illiam Cutlip 

Jeremiah Sharp pied in service 

Andrew Kellison \ L . . 

Janes Kee Died atYlnchester Virginia 

.'illian Duncan 
*ilton Share 
Brown Arbogast 

“ecr ;e Arbogast Diea in service 

John V.anless 

'harles Arbogast Died in se-vice 

villian Kennison ^ v 

k. Clark Grimes * , : . 

A bran Sharp . > V . T( 

Peter Beverage 

illiam Duffield - Died during _ war 

lark Hellisbn - Served under Sheridan, was also detached service 

-Jk on the .western plains after the war, Ke received 

his dis char ge just in time to' escaoe the Cxister 
ft massacre 

• illiar. CaTtt" - Escaped from the army-below Richmond with 6 others 

made his way home to Stony Creel 
*.lli'-r ives "'oore - Died at Wheeling durinr the war 
“illiar Hudson Went to l*o. . 

Cfid Hudson- After the war 

rr.urd Sharp - Snot through hips. ~ied at Duncan's Lane 
•er.ry Sharp - .-ounded near ..illiam Gibsons on Elk. Died - ; V 

■ ' /r Sharp - Shot by a scouti g. party near his home. 


6th .'est * r irglnlan killed at Bulltown in Braxton Co 
6 th V.f rt Virginia Infantry 
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PlJ.-red nv 

hannan 

<I-cr Bucher 
Ce ‘ r;e -'core 
John ‘‘‘yler 
’are? Duncan 
..'ash: nr ton Moore 
'■'-eorge Belli son 
ohn ^ilva 
egister I-oore 

rancis Byrd •• 

anes Pyles 
d Sobers 

Taken from History of Poca VV. T. 
n " List in Poca.'Times 
" ” By Peter McCarty 

" " A Scout in Youngs Co. 

M ” West Virginia Blue Book 
I had already sent in 
Cl 3rd West Virginia Cavalry 
Captain Young's Co. of Scouts 
Ceotain Allen's Co. of Scouts 


wc of toe sons of Thomas Drinnon were Cavalrymen, and took part in 
he battle of Droop Mountain but I have not been able to get their 



Prison Hannah *3 

•il^er. Bucher - 

iuoore * w\ EM I 

John" x 7^ ev 
Canes Duncan 
Washington i'oore 

^eorge nellison ;• fl ,. 

John Silva 
Register Moore 
Francis Byrd 

James Pyles * . . 

Fd Somers 

Taken from History of Poca V. r . T. 
n ” List in PocaTimes 
" n By Peter McCarty 
" " A Scout in Youngs Co, 

w tt vi r est v i~ginia Blue Book 
I had already sent in 
Ci ore V e st Virginia Cavalry 
Captain Young's Co, of Scouts 
Csotain Allen's Co. of Scouts 


o. toe sons of Thomas iirinnon v/ere Cavalrymen, and took part ii 
battle of Droop Mountain but I have not been able to get their 
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XMPLETE WEEKLY NEWSPAPER 
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Vivid Description of Droop 
Mountain Battle Reprinted 
From Pen of Andrew Price 

Battlefield 


Historic 

Is Converted Into 
State Park 


nnd that if ho drove hi* enemy for- 
ward that day that they would get 
by LewUburg before Duffle would 
have arrived from Kanawha 

On Thursday then about all that 
was done wa* to try to go around 
the Confederate* and cut them off 
from the mountain, but Jackson 
beat -them to it and left the Levels 
to be occupied by Averell 

Stays With Confederates 

Averell made his headquarters 
camp along the-hill on the west¬ 
ern edge of the Levels about. Where 
Gen. M. J. McNeal. of the Con¬ 
federate veterans, resides. Averell. 
himself, was the guest of Col. Paul 
McNeal that night, and the whole 
community was Confederate ^but 
all who met him were charmed 
by him. 

When the Levels was a lake 
Droop Mountain wits the dam. The 
Greenbrier forced a passage 
through along the extreme east¬ 
ern side and still plunges through 
the pass. Last summer the road 
commission blocked this road just; 
as the army did in *63. and we who i 
desired to march south had to; 
either go down the river road’ on< 
the right or to the left and cllmtl 
11* ridge and swing round the' 
circle by way of Lobelia and climb 
up the road that intersects the 
pike on top of the mountain back : 
of the battlefield. They call these 
Hobson Choice detours these days. 

Averell Oetoured 

So Averell detoured. Like "Stone-' 
wall" Jackson. ;he was an early - 
riser, and he got his troops into 
position before daylight. Here is 
the way he laid out his attack: ^ 

He sent the 14th Pennsylvania. 
to the left and they took up their ! 
btand i car the Locust Creek bridge 
and appeared to be ready > tb ! 
charge up the mountain. Keeper's 
battery was placed on the high 
ground above Beard*# mill and 
commenced to fire on the batters 
les on top of the mountain. Sev. I 
rial families living in the low 
place formed by Locust creek, 


On a bleak day last November. 
State and National officials to¬ 
gether with a large group of State 

citizens gathered at the Droop 
Mountain battlefield in Pocahontas 
County—72 years after Union 
forces routed the Confederate cav¬ 
alry from the field—to dedicate 
the site of that conflict as a State 
park. 

Private George Alderson of the 
14th Virginia Cavalp’ went to the 
celebration from the hills of Nich¬ 
olas County to accept the new 
State park as a memorial to his 
comrades who fell there. The 
boys In blue were absent. The 
last member of the G. A. R. in the 
Pocahontas section died last March 
so a World War veteran accepted 
the flag in their behalf. 

This dedication—and renewed in¬ 
terest in the site together with its 
historical 


background—brings to 
mind the colorful description of the 
famous Droop Mountain encounter 
as chronicled by the late Andrew 
Price, famed State newspaperman 
and one of the first honored with 
a place in the'West Virginia Pub¬ 
lishers' Hall of Fame. Price was 
for many years editor of the Po¬ 
cahontas Times, now edited by bis 
brother. Cal Price. 

His narrative of the battle fol¬ 
lows: , • ..r r ' w 

The campaign . in 1S63. in West 
Virginia, on the Federal side, was 
under the ccmand of Gen. W. W. 
Averell. of the Fourth Separate 
Brigade He had at his disposal 
•''flit five thousand troops and he 
was opposed to an army of about 
* the same strength. The cam- 
| pelgn in the mountains has been 
ignored by historians generally, the 


I'ftirin country of high hills and 
narrow valleys prevented the man* 
evvtrVtg w$t targe bodies of troops, 
hot it was no Las Important than 
vast armies on the tldrwster 
plains, for West Virginia was a bar- 
rv*r between the North end the 
*>^th thet the government must 
fcatH et eil hetarde Federal 

Nteas had n.#t with disaster until 
j Ar#fa|| l#e|| ehatge In die sptinr. 
ltd! He wee a New Yorker, a 

• ■ • ■*' W ' * m. eapuatr? bred *"*i • f 
fw «ea| |fe had *«• hie epure In 

> e>-4*4•.U | (he Kftowe i.stlun He 

• %esid rndte Me faster than 

|4*f dksf sammaoSir, uaUee it 

JJid *SMes»» JoLk. at the 
, C~ f*«*#ete ary. i 

Wa#* ha saeee la West Virginia. 
Brel Ihteg he did wwe la mniat 

Ilf* •* *••*'* ***** ms»m ead eft.i 




AvfSlt 

l iiumRin* thM 

i Ur .Z Z Av.r*U lH 

mvnl *|.pr*hrnplon. H» h»d no! 

*ll.7ksd Iht day befors for good 
and .sufficient reasons but about 
oVlock the Confd.r«t- orb 
nouneed by cheer*. and b> band 
n,».lc. .nd by the dl.pl.y of bet- 
tie flags* that Major General 
Echols had brought his army up 
*nd that the force* were equal and 
that the • Confederate* held a safe 

* 1 have given the po»ltlon of the 
Federal troop*, occupying a full 
half circle to the north of the bat* 
Here 1* the may the Con- 
etntloned; 


J 1 * V of November. 

rffneral u ’ 

*';„d Pv.ffir m*rch*d 

W Tf i. iso mllr* AvrrcU 

/ ro A^ereU reached!** 
^Caiitnlav November 4* 

Z ^d^nd th.t PuftU 

m * r ' ^ 8UUH«on *nd I'.rk- 
U>«> ^nrntlkeVnd took lb* road 

cssf r*5»»«”"“r 

‘out. Id* of »ome ftppnhm- 

rrrt*5WS 

^.cre l - e ^ h Hunte rtville 

They reached Huntersville on 
Wiilnreit^T at noon and there Aver- 
ea heard that Col W. P. Thompson 


tlefleld 

federate* were 

Gives Locations 

On the river road to Greenbrier: 
Edgar'* battalion. On the farm¬ 
land on the brow of the mountain 
where the battle wa* fought: 22nd 
Virginia cavalry. Col. Gcdrgo Pat¬ 
ten; 19th Virginia cavalry. Col. 
W. P. Thompson; 20th Virginia 
Cavalry. Col. W. W. Arnett; 14th 
Virginia cavalry, Col. James Coch¬ 
ran; Derrick'* battalion; Jack»on'« 
batteries. On the Ix>bcl la-Jacob 
road: Nobody. The failure to 
guard the road leading In from 
the rear cost the Confederate* the 
battle. This oversight has never 
been explained. ! * 

At 1:45 p. m. the flanking party 
arrived and came through the 
woods firing as they came and the 
line ball* fell everywhere. It 1* 
said to have been one of the most 
sudden and most fearful fire* that 
men were ever subject to. In 
about an hour, the Confederates 
were In full flight. 

. As soon as Avcrell heard his 
flanking party commence to firs 
he moved the 2nd, 3nd. •and 8th 
regiment* obliquely to the right up 
the mountain. The horse* had been 
left at*the foot of the mountain. 
They camo out on top of the 
mountain exactly on the left of 
the flanking army and together 
they advanced on the breastworks 
of the Conferedate* and the fight 
wa* over In a few minute*, and 
the army in full retreat. Avcrell 
seat Gibson's battalion after them’: 
up the pike, together with one *cc-J 
tlon of Ewing's battery. But part* 
of all the regiment* joined in the! 
pursuit, and Averell wa* able to 
halt hi* command on the top of 
''pring Creek Mountain, overlook 


1-*® Hole Hun, and »ent the 2nd 
*th West Virginia mounted 
Infantry to Martinion with Ew- 
battery, but Thompson left In 
* harry and cut a barricade of 
tr*te acroae the road on Price Hill, 
* vl the Federal* to Stephen 
®sbs Han and joined up with the 
‘federate troope in the Level* 
there turned and stopped the 
•****m. AvtreiL at Huntersville, 
« wmr d In the night time from 
c». -.mead at Mar lint on and 
itephta Hole Rtn, that 
Ml earaped the trap. 


% *t Mill Petal 
*ao»ed hie Huntersville 
n Heaver Creek. Thure- 
IV at J a w , and reach* 
^ at § a m. He had 
•* IMS'**; fa charge of 
anae to cat out the 
V* Mi him at Mill 
, ■ wings of the army 

<** so we ume The «f- 
• woe to i^t the Confed- 
aad they retired 
jbjW — a#%ood IlllUkiye 
Jihte osortoeaiag met 
•♦•Med toMiimsMi 
** • •• the htf#w of 
TT* to# lev. 


"Rflb __ 

cripple*. 


1ZI 

1 


for no reason. *o far **. history i 
can discover, he was summarily 1^3 
'dismissed from hi* command. He 
‘openly chnrged that It was to ’ 
[make room for some favorite in 
Uhe make-^p of the army. trt 

’Quits Command Mo| 

P pis last official communication 
to hi* conmand closed with these J 
word*: M I would rather nerve In i,,| 
>our ranks than leave you. hut 1 , isO 
am only permitted. to say fare- i 

wen- jo*. , d 

During his command with the cor 

Confederate rangers lasting from N 

LMay 18, 1883, to September 23, . ? 
1854. he fought twenty battle*. JJh 
» That l* the outline of the Battle 
of Droop Mountain. We most 
earnestly Insist that if this sketch 
U in any wise In error that the 
historian or veteran will Immedl- r ^r 
Italy write tcyus and we will argue 
it ^ 

Here tsi'lhr morama that 
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Here IsAhejCpiflJorama that ^ 
would haWTl>efh/prJj¥ , r|ted to an Ci 
observerj^timdt^g: 6x(' 4 £bt brow of 
the monn'taloton battlefield 

jiiflt befbre tr.r began: To 

the ca^f % x \l4Ui VdsBylvanU regl- j 
mentAtoAbi'northeast. Keeper'* j 
batt^^-.<yeh’e n qdrih. Ewing's bat- | 
terj'^lhe^dtitb^West Virginia, and ,y 
GlbsoftV JftttbljlPn; to the north- I f 
west, behlfcd t^/e timber and In the ‘ j* 
sir. s* and hulfcuvs of the land, the \ C J 
tud.-■■•nd iuP 8th West Virginia j J 
S^egimea:?,'Q\ing on their arms. | :* 

man holding horse#. ' x J 
tall ^ H rtHek for the sound of bat- I 

y : T7VW - la amc «rn t ! % 

t «h" «th Ohio and UJ 

II*. •a&.jS.ny of CAvaJry 

FK the rear, i '3 

Leveti* homes ? Ut 
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WONDERFUL SCEinC VIEWS AED FLASHES 
OF AMERICAN HISTORY 

By Colonel Y/illiam S. Waldron, 

U. S. Army 

< 

BATTLE OF DROOP MOUITTALN \j(j 

One day as you go bowling along over the Seneca Trail 
(Route 219) enjoying the scenic beauties of West Virginia you 
will cone to a roadside marker, about thirty miles north of 
■^Urrisburg, which informs you that you are ne&ring "Droop Moun¬ 
tain (Battlefield." A little further on you will see the massr 
rustic portals, constructe d by the State Conservation Commission 
and the CCC boys, whic h mark the entrance to this historic spot-- 
a rBace where brothers crossed swords in mighty conflict for a 
cause in rhich each one of them believed. 

!iorr, if you read on, it looks like you are in for a brief 
: stcry lesson--a thing which you dread, but which will stand you 
-n rood stead when you visit this hallowed ground, direct your mind 
aci- ever a space of 73 years and try to visualize what happened 
here. 

>.c yr'tr 1863 was an important milestone in the history of 
.rrla. It was on June 20th of that year that our fathers 
' v r.eparate '’ron the Old Dominion and become a member of 
the fiusily of states In their own right. 


The Confederate Foroea 

At v. t there v/an n Confederate force ccnpoaod largely 

r a nvii r> n.vl •(:,*• art llory, and numbering about 4,000 
« <tz . • r <**« <■ i\\ J< )j\ Dohola, which was baaed or. 

- *s t « 'nr up tin Greenbrier Valley toward Durbin. 




,i -1 -ort of outpost designed to protect Virginia from 

They formea 

,. nl attack from the west. They lived on the country and 
• : fOi'd pickings for nan and beast from the rich bluegrass 

region. ^*8 

. 5:::a ii Federal forces under command of General William W. 
Averell and based on Elkins opposed the Confederates. Their mis- 
sicr. was to protect the Baltimore and Ohio railroad, the main 
federal line of rail communication from east to west. They were 
net of sufficient strength to undertake offensive operations against 
the Confederates and had to content themselves to pay the role of 
ant observation force. 

Cn the Kanawha River at the mouth of Gauley there was an- 
ether small force of Federals tinder the command of General A. N. 

T ffie, w*ith the mission of preventing a Confederate movement 
:cwr. the Kanawha towards the Ohio Stiver. 

•JL. 

following General Lee’s 1863 invasion of the north, which 
in i ;.3aster at Gettysburg, Averell’s command was reinforced 
• r .c ordered to drive the Confederates out of the Greenbrier 
Talley, These reinforcements brought his strength up to about 
' ; er., rt. ich gave him a small superiority in numbers. General 
‘ citloncd horses from the nearby farms in the Tygart 

cou.iry and mounted much of his infantry, thus marring his 
nnnMiifl about cr equal mobility with that of his opponents. 


Preliminary Operations 





c m* 



' r.« ral AvoreU explored General Duffle to march from Gauley 
ice to Lcwiabur* so as to arrivo there on tho uftoraoon of 

r: • 1 h:o t,,r - o<--^nd he marohod eouth, leaving Feverly 

inverter 1, and drove back tho Confederate patrols that 















■r ^ ri ed the northern reaches of the valley. THien he learned 
t Aver ell v/as marching down the valley, General Echols pro¬ 
dded to Droop Mountain with his main body, while he took up a 
defensive position with the idea of providing a rallying point for 
vjis advanced troops which were being driven back by the Federals, 
there to make a stand and stop the further advance of Averell. A 
line of breastworks and gun positions was constructed across the 
main road, which we now know as the "Seneca Trail" (Route 219) 
where it crosses the mountain. 

Apparently General Echols had learned of the approach of 
General Duffie's force coming east from Gauley Bridge but left no 
considerable force at Lewisburg to oppose him. Averell's main body 
arrived in the vicinity of Hillsboro on the evening of November 4th. 
They established their outposts close to the foot of Droop Mountain 
and started immediately with the reconnaissance of the Confederate 
position. The entire day of November 5 was consumed in this recon¬ 
naissance, which developed the fact that the position was too 
strong to be taken to direct assault. There was a lot of skir- 

r mr 

wishing during the day and that evening General ' ' decided 

upon his plan of battle. In the meantime General Duffie was 
approaching Lewisburg from the west. 

The Battle 

Early on the morning of November 6, 1865 j General Averell 
dispatched a force of about 1100 men composed of the 18th Ohio 
Ir.fantjy and the 14th Pennsylvania Cavalry to march west and south 
th« Lobelia road, a detour of six miles, to attack the left 
* fcr .k ana rear of the Confederate position on Droop Mountain. He 



, „ smal i detachment out to the east to demonstrate a G ainst 

ftlS 0 sent n 

.. -ht flank of the Confederate position, 

.... .... a Echols was content to defend his strong position on 

-v.., mountain and apparently had no information that a feaeral 

-. e approaching on his iext - lonk• 

-t 1:45 P just when the skirmishing along the front was 

ft its height, the Federal right flanking detachment broke in on 
the left flank and rear of the Confederate position, Averell 
pushed forward his assault up the mountain on the front and the left 
flanking detachment closed in. Echols threw in part of his reserves 
to ster. the tide and for a short period of time there was some des- 
rcrate fighting on top of the mountain. Seeing that the Federal 
rL rht flank force was closing in on his rear in an endeavor to gain 
t.v. read to Lewisburg, Echols sent in the last of his reserves and 
' cf the troops he could withdraw from the main position to counter 


th.c neve. He succeeded in doing so and managed to withdraw his 

c-r.* ml and get it on the read to Lewisburg. By four o'clock 


v moon his troops were on the road in more or less orderly 
nr,-: covered by an organized rear guard which covered the 
• .'I s rear guard passed through Lewisburg at about ten 


Duffie 


r-rd reached the western entrance of the town. 

• ere 1 did not push the pursuit too vigorously because he 

* ’ * -"1* would be able to cut off the Confederates at 

’ * by «-.robing nil night and the fact that his mounts 

* *«nii and ' hnholr. vrno able to nave praotionlly his 

re cGoofand to fight another day. The Confederate* o «4 
' r ! * : 08 thr * u ** *nd creased over into Virginia 




Decisive Battle 


The Battle of Droop Mountain was a decisive battle in 
*v H t it expelled the Confederates from that section of Y/est 
Virginia and from then on to the end of the war between the 
states, West Virginia was Federal territory. 

In his report of the battle, General Echols states: "My 
artillery and trains were brought safely through v\rith the excep¬ 
tion of one brass howitzer belonging to Chapman's battery which 
broke down completely during the retreat and had to be left, th&s 
offering the enemy the only trophy of which they can "boast." 

This cannon is supposed to have been buried in the swamp on Droop 
".c.ntain, and although diligent search has been made it has not 

t 

yet been found. It is hoped that it mil be located in due time. 

In the course of the conflict, Colonel James Cochran, con- 

nar.:er of the 14th Virginia cavalry, was surrounded by a scuad 

• "r.icn soldiers and apparently doomed to capture. By some means, 

• ver, he managed to excape. Later in relating the story, he 

asked why, unde>the circumstances, he did not surrender, 

' lochran replied: "If they had said 'Colonel, surrender' 

'•--id have done so. But they said, ’stop, you blankety-blank 

" :ed son of a gun,’ and I would not accommodate any man who 
: r.uch language to mo." 4 V>j 

« odeml troopo engaged numbered 4,700 and suffered a 

' L f 150 ci ,«» ties. The Confederates had 3950 engaged and 

v * T lot&et were about 400 men. 










WfilST VIRGINIA} JUNK Ul 19t2. v 

RV SOCIETY Republican Executive 

Holds Meeting; Fills 
Vacancies on Ticket 


losmry 

was hold nt tH»* 
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~3totic? J _ . 
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for anything in our 1 
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Charley Adams of Stony It 
stayed In until « p m and E N 
of Clawson remained ovi 
observation, f 
bead and received slight 
left arm and rl^bt leg 

Mrs. Gertrude Overholt Trenl 

of the I the happy recipient of a pall 

rl. who arrl 
The mother i 
Many congi 

.11 M I over the pin 

c.omb. Kdray Dis- during the day from Interested frtei 
er Board of Eduea- „ . . „ 

i*. for Constable, N Hubert May of Beard who v 
B. Wooddoll. operated on for appendicitis is rec 

K«»r Member Board #f,0 K *nd will be able t*» l»i 
H. Waugh; f, )r j Uv th » hospital by the end of the wt 

1 • KcnnUon Mrs. Buaaell Hannah cunMnute 
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j. a. r«hi. """'ey'll 

llo»«r.l McEKvoc. M- I 
; 1 M. Workman. Little I 

Ski.™, h-7*i - 

IVillhide. and 1>. C. Aciki- 

ramies on the committee 

rf* Huntersville District, Tl 

i Wade and Mrs. Alice lltt |, 
„v District. W. II. Gilmore n G ' 
.)lcta Gay; Little Levels (j ye 
•s. J. B. Grimes. railr 

committee is now com- men, 
H. Hiner, Geo. S. Gra- none 
. H. FJenncr, Mrs. H. H 
o. F. Alderman J, A 
G. 0. Wade, Mrs 
McElwee, W. ] 
lota Gay, Mrs. Eva Nel 
Vorkman. 0. M. Hook 
3more, and Mrs. J. B 


with her parents at 
Springs. 

Miss Lena Gucn student 
spent her vacation at Ka; 
turned to her work Monda 

Mrs Lenna Wickline of 
was In the hospital for t 
treatment, returned to 
improved in health 


inning together. Luckily 
the live men were seriously 
after being cleaned up by 
VV Price and Yeager and 
Alice t i ie | r slight cuts and bruised dressed, 
Gil- a || were sent to their homes hut two. 
Charley Adams of Stony Bottom 
stayed In until 6pm and E N Carr 
of Clawson remained over night for 
observation, he was struck on the 


Married. June 20, 1928. 
Copenhaver and Miss Ba 
both of Little Levels dlst 
Presbyterian Manse by 1 
Bowen They will make L 
on Droop Mountain. 


Irvine; Greenbank Dis- Mrs. Gertrude Overholt Trent a 
Board of Education, popular young matron of Marlinton, 
’idney, Justice of the was the happy recipient of a pair of 
Blackhurst. Hunters- twins, a boy and girl, who arrived 
For Justice of the Monday a m. The mother and 

McCarty, and John babes are doing well Many congrat 
-table, Mitchell Sharp ulations were received over the phone 
Mi C mb. Edray Dis- during the day from interested friends 

r* for Con't .H^ v Hubert May of Beard who was 
E Wooddtll ’ * operated on for appendicitis is recov¬ 
er MeTihor Rr.n -,1 0rIr) K ,lice| y * nd be able to leave 
H. Waugh; f or jus- tlie hosp,ul b * the end of the week 

re. C. W. Kennison Mrs. Russell Hannah continues to 
r ‘ *■ Constable, improve aud will soon he able to sit 
r d Chaa. HogsetL up In chair 

-- I Mrs. Wheeier Simmons of Alderson 

at the hospital to see 
who is a patient here, 
>y Dr J. M. Yeager 
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STATE PARK 


D1 


TO BE DEDICATED ON JULY 4TB 


The Droop Mountain Battlefield 
State Park will be dedicated on Wed 
nesday, July 4th. Hon John D 
Sutton, chairman of the Droop Moun¬ 
tain Battlefield Commission, will pre 
sent the Droop Mountain Battlefield 
Slate Park to Governor Howard M. 
Gore, who will accept it for the peo¬ 
ple of the State of West Virginia. 
This is a State and County afTa*r. In 
no sense is it to be commercialized 
Every man, woman and child In Po 
cahontas County should be present. 

The battle of Droop Mountain was 
the greatest battle fought on West 
Virginia soil during the War between 
the States. It was a battle in which 
West Virginia soldiers were engaged 
on both sides. This battle marked 
the ascendency of the Union forces 
in West Virginia. 

At the last stsslon of i he Legisla 
ture Hon John D. Sutton, of Brax 
ton County, introduced a resolution 
in the Legislature for a Co mails ion 
lobe appointed by the Governor to 
secure the site of the battlefield of 
Droop Mountai n for a State Park as 
an everlasting memorial, and to 
mark the positions as far as possible 
of the various army units which took 
part In the battle. 

The Governor appointed Mr. Sut¬ 
ton tin chairman of tills Commislon 
A* a Doy Mr Sutton fought in Mils 
'*atlI* at a I ’#»l II fco,tiler Th» 


W R Moore, ol 
died quite sudden 
of J une 9, 19‘2H 1 

late A. T and M 
Edray. He was 1 
He left Pocahonla 
forty years ago. 1 
In Indiana, Iowa, 
g >n California am 
but for the past t 
I resided in Butte, 1 

I a native of Ducati 
the autumn of 19S 
family, two retm 
Washington, D. C 
Barlow, of Huntil 
sister, Mrs lsaa 
twin sister. Mrs J 
ceded him to the 
jovial, kind heart 
enj >yed seeing otl 
last years hs beca 
and in bis letters 
tives often referre 
the grave. 


M S Wood dle< 
his home in the J 
on Moi div. J une 
recently passed th 
versary of ids birt 
a native of Ch y c< 
this county many 
was a Miss Mori 
vear or more ago. 


Washington, 
Walden B 


• , 


HI 




\ I 


tore Hon John I> Sutton, of Brax 
ton County, introduced a resolutlc n i M S- Wood 
in the Legislature for a Com nils ion his horns in tii 
to he appointed by the Governor to on Moi d*v. Jt 
secure the site of the battled dd of I recently iai&ei 
Droop Mountain for a State Bark as versary of ids 
an everlasting memorial, and to a nat've of Cl. 
mark the positions as far as possible jthls county no 
of the various army units which took , w as * Miss 
part In the battle. ? ear ot more i 

The Governor appointed Mr. Sut- | - 

ton the chairman of tills Commislon j Washlngtoi 
As a boy Mr. Sutton fought in this | Walden B i 
battle as a Union soldier. The other j 9treet, Nlaga 
members of the Commission are Sen I New York 
ators R F. Kidd and A. L. Helmlck; qualify for ac 
Delegates Norman F. Kendall and States MP.iti 
M. M. Harrison. Point, the wi 

This Commission has done a great ed today. C 
constructive work They have pur* pany L 17 
chased the battlefield of more than | passed both t 
one hundred acres, and they have entrance exai 
marked the positions and movements the academy 
of the various units engaged. Par Mr. Coffey 
ticularly active lias Mr Sutton been amination 
in tfe matter, spending much time Point mllitar 
on the field; cor suiting with old sol ed in the I 
diers of Doth aimies, and in search- above dispatc 
ing the records and reports of the j the unofficial 
commanding officers of both the Con Gazette 
federate and Union forces j Walden Col 

Tlie Fourth of July has been set as ton, August \ 
the time for the Battlefield to be Niagara Falls 
formally taken over by the State as a and Mrs Rut 
memorial for all time of the*men wiio year^ ago 
fought, hied and died for ^jhat they tlves will be 
believed to Le right. I success 

Aalde from its historic Interest, - 

ibe Droop Mountain Battlefield State Judge Shar 
Park la one of the beauty spots of were at the E 
the country, a level plateau oyer- j bald State Pei 
looking the Little Levels a thoueai d u over In prei 





t»i is a thousand feet higher. 

The Babtlt Held is on the Seneca 
Trail, and can he reached from all 
parts of Pocahontas County on lm 
proved highways. 

As said above, tills is a State and 
County atTair and in no sense a com 
mercial undertaking Come and 
bring your dinner and something 
extra for the strangers who will be 
with us that day. 

In preparation for the day the 
County Committee lias made the fol 
lowing appointment of committees to 
have all tilings in readiness:] 

Committee on Provisions—Mrs. 
IT. H. Hannah, Mrs. S A. Wilhide, 
B. B. Beard, Mrs. Harry M. Mooore, 
Mrs. Sherman Gibson, Mrs. Hevener 
Dilley, H. Lee White, Ira D. Brill, 
Mrs. Ida McComb, Mrs. A. R Gay 
Mrs. J.' A, Sydenstricker, Mrs. J. G. 
Hamrick Mrs. Dakota Kirk Notting 
ham, Mrs. J J. Coyner, Mrs. John 
John Dunlap, L D. Sharp. 

Committee on Cleaning up Ground 
—J K. Marshall, Chairman, Dr. H. 
W. McNeel, George P. Kdgar, Pier 
son Hendrick, Wallace Kershner, L 
W McCoy, Kred Dean, T. A. BrufTey 
N K. Walton. Bussell Scott. 

Committee on Program—J. W 

Goodaell, R. S Hickman, J K. Asli 

ford, Mr*. John Pritchard, John W. 

Tylar, G M. Sharp, Col. II. U Wiley, 

W. || tiro**, Dr. J. M. Cofer, M. J. 
McNael. 
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STATE PARK DEDICATED 


BIG CROWD CELEBRATES THE 


FOURTH QN DROOP 



( On Dst Wednesday July 4. the 
Droop Mountain Babtleitield State 
Park was dedicated in due form 
■ Governor Howard M. Gore received 
it for the people of the State of West 
Virginia from Hon. John D Sutton. 

| chairman of the legislative coramis 
sian. r Ihis commission was appoint 
led at the last session of the Legisla 

p \ my the Battle site for a State 
t ark. as a memorial for all time of 
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I oattie of the C. vil War on Vi eat 

glnia soil. f 

The crowd is estimated at te 

thousand people W1 i e the greatei 
number of those present were from 
Pocahontas and Greenbrier counties 
he e were many people from other 
West Virginia counties and the ad 
u doing State of Vir inia. It ^ as 
to; e of ihi largest co vds to as end 
bie In Pocahontas county, it pei 
haps equal ed tl e number of men 

Engaged in the Battle of Droop Moun 
| tain. 

Tue speakers were Hon. John D 
Sutton, chairman of the Legislative 
Commission which bought and mark 
- I 'td the battlefield; Judge George W 
I McCJIntic, Judge or the United 
’ States Court for the Southern Di 
, I ^ricb or West Virginia, and a native 
>r Pocahontas count): Governor How 
lard M Gore, Governor of West Vir 
I < ni , Hon. E. P. England, Congress 

Bnn t T, thiS f,he Sixtl ‘ Dlstric-: 
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. or Governor of West Virginia An 
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